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Case study areas 

  

  

 

 

Worcester Lancaster Leicester Leeds 

    

Population* 93,353 133,914 279,921 715,402 

Index of Multiple 
deprivation ** 185 135 23 114 

Non-white British ethnic 
group (Eng ave = 13%)* 6% 5% 39% 11% 

Connect2 intervention Yes No Yes No 

Sustainable travel town? Yes No No No 

Cycling Demonstration 
town? No Yes No No 

*2001 census data 
** English Indices of Deprivation 2007 rank of average rank, where 1 is most deprived and 354 least deprived 



 household 
interviews 

Qualitative Methods 

 ethnography 
  
     The comparative 
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understanding walking and cycling:
through ethnography 

 

• What does it actually take  
to investigate the role of transport in people’s lives? 
 
       
      Where 
      How            do we look (at)? 
      What 



Understanding walking and cycling 
 via household decision-making? 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



We find:  
Lots of data, detail and complexities 
But we realize: 

• not just about decision making: 
(How do you choose between walking or cycling, why do you not cycle? Why 

do you drive?) 

• not just about households 

We need to look at: 

 the situation, the environment 
people are supposed to walk and cycle in.  



Understanding walking and cycling 
in situ & in practice 





existing conditions 

off the roads … 



on the roads … 



and then there’s the traffic …. 



where are we now? 

• Lancaster 

• Worcester 

• Leicester 

• Leeds 



 

moving towards 

 a  

critical ethnography? 
















































