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“There are two classes of pedestrians in these 
days of reckless motor-traffic: the quick and 
the dead.”   

 
Lord Dewar 1864-1930 
‘Knockout tournament. Jeremy Bugler on official attitudes to the vulnerable pedestrian’, The 

Guardian, Mar 8, 1976, p. 14.  



  

    

Fatal Accidents 
 
Britain 
1905-1934 



  

    

Structure of this paper 
 

Changes of walking environments 
 

Discourses of pedestrians‘ safety 
 

Experience of safety and walking behaviour 
 
 



  

    
Karlsplatz, Munich, Germany 1913 



  

    
Karlsplatz, Munich, Germany 1925 



  

    
Karlsplatz, Munich,  
Germany 1952 



  

    
Karlsplatz, Munich, Germany 1963 



  

    
Karlsplatz, Munich, Germany 1983 



  

    

1917 
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Belisha-beacon crossing 1934 



  

    

1931 



  

    

Brixton police out to prevent accidents  

1939, Brixton Free Press, August 11. 



  

    

  

             
  

            
   

             
  

            
   

             
  

            
   

             
  

            
   

              

                          
            

Director: Michael Law 
Duration: 2min 15sec 
Release Date: 1948 
Sponsor: Central Office of Information for Ministry of Transport 
Synopsis: Humorous road safety trailer on the correct use of  
pedestrian crossings 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/films/1945to1951/filmpage_pc.htm 

 

Pedestrian Crossing 



  

    

Zebra crossing 1951 

The Pedestrian no. 18 (Autumn 1955), front. 
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Traffic light experiments 
Pedestrian-operated flashing beacons 
1956 

The Pedestrian no. 20 (Spring 1956), 19; 
The Pedestrian no. 30 (Autumn 1938), 19. 



  

    

Traffic light experiments 
“The first panda crossing  
outside Waterloo station  
caused confusion “ 
BBC, 2 April 1962. 

Panda crossing 1962 



  

    

Traffic light experiments 
1963 1967 

1955-1965 



  

    

Pelican crossing 1968  
(PEdestrian LIght CONtrolled) 
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Green Cross Code campaign 1971- 
Green Cross man 

Green Cross Code 
 
SPLINK 
(Find a) Safe (place to cross)  
(Stand on the) Pavement near the kerb 
Look (for traffic)  
If (traffic is coming, let it pass)  
(When there is) No (traffic near, walk across the road)  
Keep (looking and listening for traffic as you cross).  
 

Televison adverts 



  

    

„You can‘t argue with a car“ 
  

        

 

The National Archives, Public Information Films 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/films/ 



  

    

South Shields, Chichester Junction 

1930s 

National Tramway Museum, photographic collection. 



  

    

Sheffield Fitzalan Square today 



  

    

Conclusion 
pedestrians  broader cultural context of walking 

   neglected element to the history of mass motorization 
 

pedestrians  little access to law, minimal influence over decisions 
    both walkers and car users (more interest in car-use?) 
 

pedestrians  more often took the quicker route than the safer one  
  
Moving freely became increasingly limited. 
 


